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Speed up using your cell phone:


When you call Waupun Veterinary Services and get our cell phones, if you push 1 on your phone, it will take you directly to our voice mail.  This feature works on all US cellular phones and some, but not all of the other cell phone carriers.  This feature saves a lot of time and frustration.

Prototheca:


Never heard of it right?  It’s an algae that doesn’t need sunlight to grow, and it causes mastitis.  Our lab is now routinely examining bulk tank milk for the presence of this organism.  We do not expect to find it frequently, but it does cause a chronic incurable mastitis and it will contribute to elevated SCC problems.  It takes a couple days longer to read the results, so if we find Prototheca, the results will be sent later then the standard bulk tank results.

Oxytocin use post calving:

There is a constant search for a magic injection at calving to reduce the risk of retained placentas and thus uterine infections, ketosis, and subsequent DA’s.  In the 70’s and 80’s Selenium and Vitamin E were the rage.  And the truth is if these nutrients are deficient, cows will have more retained placentas.  But once a deficiency is corrected, more doesn’t seem to help.  Basically, if the Retained Placenta has another cause, extra Selenium won’t correct the other problem.  In the early 70’s ECP, a form of estrogen was the rage.  Then in the late 70’s we were told not to use it, it didn’t work.  Then in the 90’s it was back in, and it was supposed to enhance the uterine reaction to oxytocin, and it did seem to help.  But ECP was pulled from the market.  The drug is now classified as illegal, so if you see it in your cupboard, discard it.  Estrogen, the active ingredient in ECP is a carcinogen, and it is the hormone that gave the word hormone a bad name.


Then there were claims that Lutalyse helped with retained placentas, but never really substantiated, and then there were claims that oxytocin alone helped, and that has now been laid to rest with research showing that oxytocin after calving has no effect on RP rate.


Research shows that retained placentas are caused by an immune problem, and anything that interferes with proper immune function primarily nutrition and will increase the number of retained placentas, and a syringe full of some drug isn’t going to help.

Ovsynch Setup


Just a reminder on optimization of Ovsynch protocols.  The absolute best time to set up a cow on Ovsynch is 4 to 8 days after a heat.  But setup any day will get some cows pregnant.  If you see a cow bleed off, or you know you missed a heat, 2 to 6 days later is the best time to set up the program.  But any day of a cow’s cycle is better then waiting 21 days and not getting her bred at all.  Doing something is better then doing nothing.  When we ultrasound we try to pick setup dates that will optimize the success.  The only exception is when a cow is not cycling, I like to see them cycle before I set up Ovsynch and use semen. 

Horse Slaughter


In 2007 congress decided that horse slaughter for human consumption was wrong and so they banned it.  Actually, they couldn’t ban it per say, so they removed all funding from USDA inspection services for horse slaughtering for human consumption, and because law requires all animals slaughtered for human consumption, even if the meat is exported, to be federally inspected, that was the end of the slaughter. 


But, state slaughter is still legal, the meat cannot leave the state, for resale.


One million tons of horse meat is consumed in the world each year, and I guess if the US can stop the slaughter of horses it is great news for people selling cattle, hogs, and chickens.


The downside has been the increase in abandonment of horses, especially with the economic downturn of the past three years.  Euthanizing a horse with an injection and getting a backhoe to dig a hole is expensive, especially if you are out of money.


Now Nebraska is trying to get around the Federal rules and start an equine slaughter facility for export only, and the state legislature is supporting the effort.  They feel humane slaughter beats starving to death in an old shed, plus jobs will be created.


In Montana, a horse ranch owned by Leachman, went bankrupt last summer, and the judge ordered the Mr. Leachman to round up the 800 horses that he had on pasture and deal with them.  The horse market was bad and Leachman did nothing.  I guess the judge just didn’t understand that bankrupt meant Mr. Leachman couldn’t buy feed or pay anyone to help, so all winter the horses have been slowly starving to death, some have died, and the government just keeps charging Mr. Leachman with animal abuse, a misdemeanor.  


The land the horses were pastured on was leased from the US bureau of land management and the Crow Indians.  The bureau of land management put out bids last month for someone to deal with the horses, but the bids came back above budget, so the bureau of land management did nothing.  Recently the Crow Indian tribe had a roundup and gathered up the horses.


Who is really negligent, Mr. Leachman for walking away from the problem, the judge for thinking a bankrupt farmer was going to solve the problem on his own because of a court order, the Bureau of Land Management for trying to solve the problem in the slowest possible way, or Congress, for trying to micro manage horse slaughter in the US?

