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Blood Testing Days and Times:  Just a reminder:
	BioPRYN testing is done every day, Monday through Thursday, on blood received by 4:00 in the afternoon.
	Johne’s blood testing is done on Wednesday and Friday, on blood received by 9:00 AM.

US Milk production 2010:
	According to USDA figures, 1/3 of all US milk is produced by 760 farms.  ¾ of all milk is produced by 7,400 farms with over 200 cows on each farm.  From 1995 to 2010, average milk production went from 16,405 per cow to 21,419.

Reproductive notes from a recent meeting:
	Some of this is obvious, but a good review.  
Cows with ketosis have an extended period in which they have poor chances of conceiving.  So after a cow recovers from ketosis, low fertility for three months.  The same is true for a lot of other diseases and heat stress.  The reason has something to do with the egg development that is occurring three months before the cow actually ovulates.  
	Follicles ovulated with an OvSync protocol result in more viable pregnancies at 30 days then natural heats.  Researchers think this has to do with increased progesterone prior to the heat, so it pertains to the cows that form two CL’s when they are set up with OvSync.  The cause of failure with OvSync is that a lot of cows are just not synchronized.  One of the reasons is that there is a failure rate of prostaglandins, both Lutalyse and Estrumate of about 20%.  This means that presyncs fail, causing the cow to not be in the right stage of the cycle when set up is initiated with the first GnRH injections, or the actual second shot of the OvSync fails, and the existing CL stays.  One way around this is to give 2 doses of prostaglandin (Lutalyse or Estrumate) from 12 to 24 hours apart.  This is something to remember for special cows because it is obviously a lot of extra work.
	There is work that shows that 200 IU of HCG given a week before breeding will force a second CL to form, and improve 30 day pregnancy rates.  Unfortunately, HCG has been used by athletes like a steroid, and it may be off the market soon.
	Adequate post fresh calcium is huge in reducing post fresh metritis.  Work showed post fresh calcium boluses helped reduce post fresh metritis.
	Over a third of cows with white vaginal discharge do not have a uterine infection.  They have a vaginal infection.  I know over the years I’ve seen a lot of farmers give lut shots to clean up cows with white discharge and the cow has aborted.

Important:    The proposal for changing federal law as it pertains to how you will be paid in the future. 
The following synopsis was written by Randal Greenfield and he graciously gave me permission to reprint it.  Most dairy Co-ops are supporting it, and I believe Farm Bureau is.  Read it slowly and carefully.  Three things of note, one is that over the long term, it may decrease dairy exports, and increase dairy imports.  2nd, why is California always exempt?  Third, income over feed cost is an important concept that is rapidly being accepted as a standard in the industry, and will make milk prices less important from a regulatory perspective.  Basically, they are a measure of the difference between the cost of feed for 100 pounds of milk, and the price for the milk.  The cost is determined by a formula using  soybean meal and corn prices from the CBOT.

“Dairy Producer Margin Protection Program (DPMPP) – would replace current price support program.

The DPMPP’s basic coverage will kick in a payment to producers on 75% of their ‘base’ production when any month’s Income Over Feed Cost (IOFC) is less than $4/cwt. Supplemental coverage will also be available for purchase by producers to protect up to 90% of their base production at $0.50 increments from $4/cwt up to $6/cwt of IOFC.
A producer’s base production level is equal to the highest calendar-year production out of the 3 previous years. The milk price used in the calculation is the NASS all-milk price (a mailbox price). The feed cost is determined using a new NMPF-standard ration that represents feed costs of all animals on the farm (baby calves, heifers, dry cows and milk cows).
Signup for this program will take place through local FSA offices.

Dairy Market Stabilization Program (DMSP) – a limited supply management program
The DMSP will trigger when any two consecutive months’ IOFC stays under $6/cwt or when any single month’s IOFC is under $4/cwt. It will deduct an amount from producers’ paychecks when a trigger is tripped according to the following schedule:
When the IOFC is $6 or less for 2 consecutive months, producers will be paid the greater of 98% of their base milk sales or 94% of current milk sales.
When the IOFC is $5 or less for 2 consecutive months, producers will be paid the greater of 97% of their base milk sales or 93% of current milk sales.
When the IOFC is $4 or less in any single month, producers will be paid the greater of 96% of their base milk sales or 92% of current milk sales.
The base production for this program is defined as the average of the three most recent months’ milk marketings at the time the program is put into effect, or the same month’s production in the previous year (producer’s choice).
As currently written, 50% of the funds deducted from milk checks for this program will be directed to programs to increase domestic consumption of dairy products (food banks and school programs). The other 50% will go back into the treasury (helps to fund the DPMPP).

Federal Milk Marketing Order reform
Briefly, this plan leaves the basic structure of the FMMOs in place, but changes milk pricing to a simpler two-Class system (fluid milk and manufacturing milk). It also changes the surveys used to determine milk prices from using end-product prices and working back to milk to surveying for the actual competitive milk price that manufacturers are paying for milk.”
